Those Knots

| had an interesting discussion recently about the "Knots" | wear on my uniform.

First of all, let's clarify that's yes | wear the knots that | have been awarded, presented or
otherwise received. Some do not agree on the wearing of knots, and that is what this post
is all about...

You see, a Scout’'s mom came to me and asked why | wear them. | simply replied because
of your son.

"My son?" she replied? Yes, YOUR son is the reason | wear the knots. | wear the
Scoutmaster Key knot because | provided Junior Leader training for your son, which he
attended and did well and now we get to see his leadership unfolding in the Troop. | wear it
because | have been to training to make me a better Scoutmaster for your son, | wear it
because | continue to attend roundtable meetings to get new ideas to pass on to your son
and his buddies in the Troop.

| wear the Scoutmaster Award of Merit, because your son and his peers along with the
Troop committee felt | was deserving.

| wear the District Award of Merit because your son and his brothers in the District enjoyed
Camporee, Webelos Woods, and other District activities that | gave my time to, to ensure
that he did have a great Scouting experience.

Remember when your son was a Cub Scout and | was his Cubmaster and Den Leader?
Yes, those knots were given to me for dedicating time and energy into that program so
your son would find a path to Boy Scouts. Oh! and the real neat colored one, the William
D. Boyce Award? | proudly wear it for starting up the unit.

And, | wear my Arrow of Light proudly too. | never earned my Eagle Award, but you know,
your son and | have something in common, we both wear the AOL... and he knows that it
means the world to me.

Yes, it's all about your son. | wear the knots, show up for campouts, teach about
leadership and character, sing silly songs, and sit quietly on a starry nights, all for your
son.

Other Scouters don't feel the need to wear the knots; | like them because every time | put
my shirt on and look in the mirror | see the value of the program for your son. | wear my
Woodbadge beads as a reminder to never stop working my ticket, which by the way had to
do with your son...

Moms and Dads... it's for your son that we volunteer in the greatest organization on Earth.
And wearing a small knot on my uniform reminds me... and you, of why we do it.

Have a Great Scouting Day!



